 Miami Township Fire & EMS

Training Division

Competency # : FF2-25  

Competency Name: Collapse Vehicle Steering Column
Objectives: The employee, with assistance and wearing full protective clothing and eye protection, shall demonstrate the proper techniques of collapsing the steering column of a motor vehicle.

References: IFSTA Essentials of Firefighting 4th Edition, Chapter 7

Equipment/Tools: Motor vehicle or simulation with a driver (mannequin), blanket or tarp, two (2) 8’ steel alloy chains and Hydraulic spreaders with power unit, One (1) assistant.

	DID THE EMPLOYEE:
	CRITICAL STEP
	PASS
	FAIL

	1.
	Observes for ignition hazards or flammable vapors
	X
	
	

	2.
	Verbalizes that a charged hoseline must be present and manned incase of fire.
	
	
	

	3.
	Ensures that all team members wear gloves, goggles and have face shields down.
	X
	
	

	4.
	Verbalizes that vehicle must be stabilized before any work is performed.
	X
	
	

	5.
	Verbalizes that vehicle will be stabilized on both side with cribbing.
	
	
	

	6.
	Covers victim and verbalizes that a rescuer be inside the vehicle with the victim.
	X
	
	

	7.
	De-energizes restraint system, if applicable
	
	
	

	8.
	Verbalizes that steering column should not be collapsed on front wheel drive vehicles.
	X
	
	

	9.
	De-energizes electrical systems attached to steering column (horn, wipers, etc.)
	
	
	

	10.
	Verbalizes gaining access to column by removing windshield.
	
	
	

	11.
	Places fully opened spreaders on hood and secures one chain through steering wheel.
	X
	
	

	12.
	Secures other chain to stable front connecting point of vehicle.
	X
	
	

	13.
	Connects both chains to respective arms of spreaders.
	
	
	

	14.
	Places cribbing under chains to assist in column collapse, one at or near dashboard and the other at or near the vehicle from cribs under spreaders if necessary.
	
	
	

	15.
	Verbalizes that interior rescuer will monitor column pull.
	
	
	

	16.
	Assigns assistant to monitor spreaders and front connecting point.
	
	
	

	17.
	Operates spreaders to pull steering column away from patient.
	X
	
	

	18.
	Releases chain tension, disassembles and returns equipment to proper storage.
	
	
	


DATE: _______________________________

EMPLOYEE ID #: __________________

EMPLOYEE NAME: _________________________________________________________

EVALUATOR NAME: ________________________________________________________

